Fish Breeding

Supplies

Plastic tubs from Allentown Pa.

Sand (play sand from Home Depot)

Artificial plants made with acrylic yarn, cable ties, wine bottle corks.

Corner filter from Pet solutions

Air supply

Heater

Sprinkler system made from PVC and a pump

Feeding tray with gravel

1 or 2 PVC tubes for hiding 

15 ml conical tubes with holes drilled, a cable tie, and a suction cup

Live black-worms

Walter’s solution  – recipe as follows:


1 Liter of de-ionized water


126 grams of calcium sulfate di-hydrate


10 grams of magnesium sulfate


8 grams of potassium chloride


1.5 grams of ferric citrate

Conductivity meter.

Set-up

Place layer of sand on the bottom of tub (about ½ inch)

Fill with de-ionized water

Add some Walter’s Solution to adjust conductivity to approx 100 micro-siemens

Add filter with air supply

Add heater and adjust temperature to 27 degrees C

Add fake plants (make a mop like bundle with yarn, cable tie, and cork)

Add PVC tubes (sanded smooth at entrances)

Use cable tie and suction cup to place conical tube to one side of tub

Add sprinkler system

Add fish (2 females and 1 male)

Add small tray with gravel and some live black-worms

Maintenance

Check water conductivity daily and keep it adjusted to below 100

Feed fish approx. 1/2 teaspoon of black-worms every other day

(if there are worms remaining in the tray from the previous day – do not feed)

Check conical tube daily for eggs

Remove eggs, separate them, place them in a container with an air supply

Check eggs daily, remove dead eggs and hatched babies

Place healthy babies in a new set-up and feed them Hikari “First Bites” for the first few weeks until they can manage to eat worms 

